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TALKS 
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1. ON NOVEMBER 12 DEFENSE ATTACHE AND I CALLED ON CHIEF 
OF STAFF AHMAD AL-GHASHMI FOR BRIEFING ON HIS RECENT 

TRIP TO RIYADH FOR MILITARY TALKS WITH SAUDI COUNTERPARTS. 
GHASHMI SAID THAT SAUDIS DID NOT MAKE ANY SPECIFIC 
OFFERS OF MILITARY ASSISTANCE TO THE YEMENI ARMY. 

GHASHMI INDICATED THAT HE HAD FOUR TALKS WITH PRINCE 
SULTAN WHO DESPITE SOME PLEASANT GENERALITIES FOCUSED 
PRIMARILY ON "WEAK INTERNAL SITUATION" IN YEMEN AND 
CONTINUING INFLUENCE OF LEFTISTS THERE. GHASHMI 
STATED THAT IN EFFECT HIS MISSION WAS A FAILURE. 

2. GHASHMI. WHO WAS OBVIOUSLY VERY DISAPPOINTED, 

SAID THAT ALTHOUGH HE HAS REPORTED THIS INFORMATION TO 
THE PRESIDENT. HE HAS NOT RPT NOT CONVEYED IT EITHER 
TO THE SENIOR MILITARY OFFICERS OR TO THE CABINET WHICH 
HE BRIEFED EARLIER THIS MORNING. HE STATED THAT ON 
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CONTRARY HE DESCRIBED IN GLOWING TERMS THAT THE SAUDIS 
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HAD BEEN FORTHCOMING AND THATHIS VISIT WAS A COMPLETE 
SUCCESS. GHASHMI SAID THAT HE AND PRESIDENT DECIDED 
ON THIS TACTIC IN ORDER BUY MORE TIME HOPING THAT SAUDIS 
WILL QUICKLY REALIZE THE "BLINDNESS OF THEIR POLICY". 

GHASHMI ADMITTED THAT IT WILL BE IMPOSSIBLE TO KEEP 

THE SECRET OF HIS MISSION'S FAILURE LONGER THAN SEVERAL WEEKS. 

3. GHASHMI CONTINUED THAT IN THE MEANTIME THE SOVIETS 
HAVE BEEN EXERTING 

HEAVY PRESSURE ON PRESIDENT AL-HAMDI 

AND ON HIMSELF TO ACCEPT INVITATIONS TO SOVIET UNION. 

GHASHMI SAID THAT HE WILL NEVER ACCEPT SUCH AN INVITATION 
BECAUSE HE IS A "SWORN ENEMY" OF THE SOVIETS. THE 
PRESIDENT, HOWEVER, IN ORDER TO PUT OFF THE SOVIETS HAS 
AUTHORIZED PARACHUTE COMMANDER AND COMMAND COUNCIL 
MEMBER MAIOR ABDUL AL-ALIM TO LEAVE FOR SOVIET UNION 
ON NOVEMBER 13, IN ORDER TO OBSERVE SOME 
SOVIET MILITARY MANEUVERS. (SEE SANA 3128). HE 
WILL NOT BE AUTHORIZED HOWEVER. TO ENGAGE IN ANY SERIOUS 
TALKS. IN THE MEANTIME THE SOVIETS ARE ALSO PROPOSING 
TWO OTHER VISITS ON NOV 19 AND 27 FOR YEMENI OFFICERS 
TO GO TO THE SOVIET UNION AS WELL AS FOR AN AS YET 
UNSCHEDULED VISIT OF A SOVIET MILITARY DELEGATION 
HERE ALSO IN NOVEMBER. GHASHMI INDICATED THAT THE 

SOVIETS HAVE STATED THAT THEY ARE PREPARED TO DISCUSS 
SUBSTANTIVE MATTERS DURING THESE LATER VISITS. 

GHASHMI SAID THAT PRES HAMDI HAS AGREED IN PRINCIPLE 
TO THESE VISITS AND THEY WILL TAKE PLACE IF THE SAUDIS 
DO NOT COME THROUGH SOON. 

4. GHASHMI MADE AN IMPASSIONED PLEA FOR US TO PLAY 
"AN IMPORTANT ROLE” IN CONVINCING SAUDIS OF NEED COME 
THROUGH QUICKLY. HE STATED THAT HE IS READY TO RETURN 
TO RIYADH AS SOON AS POSSIBLE IN ORDER TO ACHIEVE SOME 
TANGIBLE RESULTS WITH SAUDIS. HE ADDED THAT HE FEARS 
IF SAUDIS DO NOT RESPOND US INTERESTS IN YEMEN WILL BE 
ADVERSELY AFFECTED. MOREOVER. YEMENI FRIENDS OF US 
AND SAUDI ARABIA WILL BE IN A DIFFICULT POSITION. HE 
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ADDED THAT FOR EXAMPLE, HE DOUBTS THAT HE WILL BE 
ABLE TO CONTINUE AS CHIEF OF STAFF MUCH LONGER ONCE 
THE WORD OF HIS UNSUCCESSFUL TRIP IS LEARNED. 

GHASHMI SAID THAT IF HE IS REMOVED HAMDI WILL 
BE OBLIGED TO APPOINT SOMEONE MORE FRIENDLY TO THE 
SOVIETS AND THE SOVIETS CAN THEN BE EXPECTED TO BE 
FORTHCOMING WITH MILITARY ASSISTANCE IN ORDER TO 
DEMONSTRATE THE DIFFERENCE BETWEEN THEIR SUPPORT OF 
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THE REGIME AND THAT OF THE SAUDIS. 

5. GHASHMI OPINED SOMEWHAT SADLY THAT IT IS TRAGIC 
THE SAUDIS CAN STILL ONLY THINK IN TERMS OF ROYALISTS 
AND REPUBLICANS IN YEMEN WHEN IN REALITY THE SITUATION 
IS NOW A CHOICE BETWEEN LEFTISTS AND MODERATES. HE 
ALSO NOTED THAT IN SUPPORTING ONE INDIVIDUAL LIKE SHAIKH 
AL-AHMAR THEY ARE UNDERCUTTING THE POSITION OF THE MODERATES 
IN YEMEN WHO WANT MORE THAN ANYTHING TO COOPERATE WITH 
SAUDI ARABIA TO DEFEND NOT ONLY YEMEN BUT ALSO SAUDI ARABIA 
AGAINST SOVIET-SUPPORTED LEFTIST EXTREMISTS IN THE PENINSULA. 
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